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SALT LAKE ACTING COMPANY PRESENTS ‘ANGELS IN AMERICA’ BY TONY KUSHNER, DIRECTED BY KEVEN MYHRE.

“An angel is a belief, with wings, and arms that can carry you. It's not to be afraid of, and if it can't hold you up, seek for something new.” – Hannah Pitt, Angels in America
Salt Lake Acting Company is proud to open its 40th Season with Tony Kushner’s ANGELS IN AMERICA, directed by SLAC Executive Producer Keven Myhre and running October 6 – November 7, 2010. 
A reading of ANGELS IN AMERICA: Part 2 PERESTROIKA will be presented November 5 – 7, 2010. 

An epic, intimate play about American life in Salt Lake City and New York City in the mid 80’s, ANGELS IN AMERICA is the winner of the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award for Best Drama. 

“History is about to crack wide open. Millennium approaches.” – Ethel Rosenberg, Angels in America

Director Keven Myhre says: “In choosing SLAC’s 40th Anniversary Season, we selected ANGELS IN AMERICA as a play that has really defined our history. We were fortunate enough to be one of the first regional companies to produce it back in 1995.  However, this is not a remount of that production; it is a brand new production.  A lot has changed in America since 1995 – within this company, within theatre, within everyone’s lives. While remaining true to the play, this production can’t be done again the way it was done initially. The passage of time does give a different reflection upon 1985 in 2010, just as it had a different point of view from 1995 looking back to 1985. ANGELS has been noted as one of the great plays of the 20th century and I do feel that this play will live on as one of the great pieces of American theatre.”
“Nothing's lost forever. In this world, there's a kind of painful progress. Longing for what we've left behind, and dreaming ahead.” – Harper Pitt, Angels in America

While Kushner’s play covers a lot of ground, it does focus intimately on two couples (one gay and one nominally heterosexual) in which one partner abandons the other. Louis Ironson, a neurotic Jewish leftist and legal cleric, runs out on his AIDS-stricken lover, a WASP esthete named Prior Walter, when the disease becomes too much for Louis to bear. Joe Pitt, an ambitious Republican lawyer struggling to repress his homosexuality, deserts his long-suffering, Valium-addicted wife, Harper, once his longings overpower his Mormon beliefs. The couples intersect throughout the play, brought together by chance events, by interlocking fantasies (erotic and mystical) and, indirectly, by the plots and schemes of Roy Cohn. 
The cast for SLAC’s production boasts some of the best local actors in the state – 

Alexis Baigue as Louis Ironson
Alexander Bala as Joseph Porter Pitt, Prior One, Eskimo
Colleen Baum as Hannah Porter Pitt, Rabbi, Henry, Ethel Rosenberg
Lucas Bybee as Prior Walter, Man in the Park

Sean J. Carter as Belize, Mr. Lies

Charles Lynn Frost as Roy Cohn, Prior Two

Nell Gwynn as Angel, Nurse Emily, Sister Ella Chapter, South Bronx Woman
Christy Summerhays as Harper Amaty Pitt, Martin Heller

Salt Lake Acting Company is honored to partner with the Utah AIDS Foundation, who will have a presence in SLAC’s lobby during the run of ANGELS IN AMERICA.

ANGELS IN AMERICA: MILLENNIUM APPROACHES received its world premiere in May 1991 in a production performed by the Eureka Theatre Company of San Francisco. It premiered in London in a Royal National Theatre production at the Cottesloe Theatre in January 1992. The play debuted on Broadway at the Walter Kerr Theatre in 1993, with MILLENNIUM APPROACES being performed in May and PERESTROIKA joining it in repertory in November. Both MILLENNIUM APPROACES and PERESTROIKA were awarded the Tony Awards for Best Play back to back in 1993 and 1994 respectively. Both parts also won back to back Drama Desk Awards for Outstanding Play. MILLENNIUM APPROACHES was awarded the 1993 Pulitzer Prize for Drama.
Recommended for mature audiences.
SLAC NOTES
Tickets range from $15-$41 depending on performance. Discounts available for students, 30 & under, and groups of ten or more. 

Season subscribers are the heart of Salt Lake Acting Company. They always pay the lowest price and can exchange their tickets as many times as they want for free. 

Season ticket packages that include 5 plays range from $56-$161. Call 801.363.7522 for more info and details on subscriptions.
Tickets available at 801-363-SLAC (7522), at www.saltlakeactingcompany.org, or in person at 168 West 500 North, Salt Lake City, Utah 84103
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SLAC was founded in 1970 and is dedicated to producing, commissioning and developing new works and to supporting a community of professional artists.  SLAC has been nationally recognized by the Shubert Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Pew Charitable Trusts and the Edgerton Foundation, among others.  SLAC is a Constituent Member of Theatre Communications Group, a national organization for non-profit professional regional theatres, and the National New Play Network.

